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Before you open a browser

Every image has alt text, or is marked decorative on purpose

Headings run in order and there is exactly one h1

Form fields have visible labels, not placeholder-only labels

Link text makes sense read on its own, out of context

Language is set on the html element

Page has a title that names the page before the site

Colour and contrast

Body text meets 4.5 to 1 against its background

Large text over 24 px meets 3 to 1

Interface borders and icons meet 3 to 1

No information is carried by colour alone

Focus indicator meets 3 to 1 against both the component and the page

Motion

Nothing autoplays for longer than five seconds without a control

Parallax and large movement respect reduced motion

No content flashes more than three times a second
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Keyboard and screen reader

Every interactive element is reachable with Tab

Focus order matches the visual order

Focus is never trapped, except in a dialog that can be escaped

Skip link is the first focusable element and becomes visible

Dialogs return focus to the control that opened them

Custom controls announce name, role and state

Zoom and reflow

Page works at 200 percent text zoom with no loss of content

Page reflows to a 320 px wide viewport without horizontal scrolling

Content is not cut off when line height is increased to 1.5

Documents and media

PDFs have a document title and a tagged reading order

Video has captions, audio has a transcript

Downloads state the format and the file size

Sign off requires a keyboard-only pass and one screen reader pass on the primary flow.
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